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This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 



Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

| | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| | contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Inventive step (IS) 
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Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 ~ 3 6 
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NO 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-4 541 895 (ALBERT ET AL) 17 September 1985 
(1985-09-17) 

D2: EP-A-0 547 816 (ALBANY INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION; 



ALBANY INTERNATIONAL CORP) 2 3 June 19 93 (1993-0 6-2 3) 



2 The subject matter of independent claim 1 is a: 



"method for the modular manufacture of different types of 
fabrics for paper, paperboard or tissue machines, in 
which a construction kit of web-shaped material layers is 
prefabricated, and in which, as a function of the type 
and operating conditions of the fabrics to be 
manufactured, a plurality of web-shaped material layers 
are selected from the construction kit, stacked on one 
another and connected to one another at least in sections 
in a flat and unreleasable manner. 



A method of this type is already known from document Dl 
(cf., in particular, column 3, lines 21-61; column 4, 
line 46 - column 5, line 50; figures) . As a consequence, 
the present application does not meet the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(1) because the subject matter of claim 1 
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is not novel within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2) . 



3 The same reasons are valid correspondingly for 
independent claim 14 . The subject matter of said claim is 
therefore also not novel. 



4 Dependent claims 2-13 and 15-36 do not appear to 
contain any additional features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer back, 
could lead to a subject matter which involves novelty and 
an inventive step. These additional features appear to be 
a selection of a plurality of possibilities which are 
known for the most part from documents Dl and D2 (cf . 
also international search report) or are obvious, from 
which a person skilled in the art would choose according 
to the circumstances in order to solve the problem of 
interest, without thereby being inventive. 
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in a flat and unreleasable manner. 
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independent claim 14 . The subject matter of said claim is 
therefore also not novel. 



4 Dependent claims 2-13 and 15-36 do not appear to 
contain any additional features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer back, 
could lead to a subject matter which involves novelty and 
an inventive step. These additional features appear to be 
a selection of a plurality of possibilities which are 
known for the most part from documents Dl and D2 (cf . 
also international search report) or are obvious, from 
which a person skilled in the art would choose according 
to the circumstances in order to solve the problem of 
interest, without thereby being inventive. 
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